LOCATING A PERIODICAL ARTICLE

by
Karin Duran, Ph.D.

1. Select your topic. Be specific/focused. Keep assignment requirements
in mind!
2. Review titles of possible periodical indexes and select the most appropriate for your

topic. All of the electronically available indexes can be found by using the “Databases A-
Z" link from the Library home page. Ask a Librarian to help you in your selection or in
learning how to best use a particular index. Remember, the more specific your topic
the easier it is to select appropriate indexes.

3. Use the periodical index(es) and select your articles. Be critical in your
selections and take advantage of any methods to customize/limit your search.
Note and save the bibliographic information/citation for each article.
(Author of article, title of article, title of periodical, volume and issue humber, pages
of article, date of article and/or Internet address/computer database information)
Full-text articles found in the Library’s subscription databases which are used in
your research will also require you to give credit to the database and to provide
the date when you accessed/retrieved the full-text version.

4, Consult the Library online catalog and the CSUN List of Electronic Periodicals using the
title of your periodical to determine if CSUN has access to the periodical you want. Read
the information carefully, especially check the dates of available periodical issues.

Ask the Librarian if you have any questions regarding the information in this
source.

5. Use our Library’s Interlibrary Loan service (Oviatt 109) or other libraries to obtain articles
from periodicals not owned or available electronically by CSUN. The Librarians can
provide further information on this process

SAMPLE PERIODICAL INDEX CITATION FROM A FULL-TEXT DATABASE:

Challenges and resources of Mexican American students within the family, peer group, and university:
age and gender patterns. Edward M. Lopez. Hispanic Journal of Behavioral Sciences,

p499-547. / /
tle mages thor  Title of periodical Date of publication Volime # Isslie #

Sample MLA citation:

Lopez, Edward M. “Challenges and Resources of Mexican American Students Within the
Family, Peer Group, and University: Age and Gender Patterns” Hispanic Journal of

Behavioral Sciences 17.4 (Nov. 1995). 499-547. 19 Sept. 2006 Academic Search

Elite (EbscoHost)

(This information is the date you I6cated the article AND the name of the database that provided
the full-text version that you read and used. This is required for all full-text articles located using
the “deep” or “invisible” web)
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